

















RECYCLING PROGRAM™
Making Paper Mosaics!
Step 1 - Plan Design
Decide what you want your mosaic to look like.
If you're making a free-form design, simply cut out or paper punch out several different
shapes and see where your creativity takes you. If you have a specific idea for a design,
cut out shapes to suit your idea.

Step 2 - prepare background

Choose something for the background of the mosaic to be built upon. You might cover this
surface with a solid color, like black construction paper, or use a piece of colored foamboard.

Step 3 - Create tiles

Cut out 20-30 (number depends on size of mosaic background) rectangles, or use index cards,
to serve as tile shapes for your mosaic. Rip pieces of junk mail and use an ElImer’s Washable
School Glue Stick to glue pieces of paper onto the paper or index card to be your tiles.

Step 4 - Create the Mosaic

Begin gluing the tiles to the black paper or note cards with Elmer’s School Glue. Leave some
space between tiles so that the background paper remains visible. This will create the mosaic
effect. The design can be as simple or as intricate as you like. You can either add a small design
or fill the whole piece of paper. Try to mix solid colors with colorful prints for a diverse effect.

Step 5 - Display Mosaics!
Set your paper mosaic project aside to dry overnight and enjoy the finished results. Once dry,
display students’mosaics! Use a heading such as: “Junk Mail Mosaics” Be sure to display the

mosaics for the entire class and school to see!

Take photos of your students’ mosaics and post to your “My Classroom” page at
elmersgluecrew.com.

Directions adapted from Ehow.com AppendiXJMC/

For additional lesson plans and project ideas, go to elmersgluecrew.com.



RECYCLING PROGRAM™

This lesson adheres to the following National Education Standards:

Fine Arts - Mosaic

NA-VA K-4.1 Understanding and applying media, techniques processes

NA-VA K-4.2 Using knowledge and structures of functions

NA-VA K-4.5 Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work
and the work of others

Mathematics Standards:

Mathematical ideas: Number and operations, representing, comparing, and ordering whole
numbers and joining and separating sets, measurement, ordering objects by measurable
attributes, data analysis

Number Operations Standard

« Understand numbers, ways of representing numbers, relationships among numbers,
and number systems;

« Understand meanings of operations and how they relate to one another;

« Compute fluently and make reasonable estimates.

Measurement Standard

« Understand measurable attributes of objects and the units, systems, and processes
of measurement;

« Apply appropriate techniques, tools, and formulas to determine measurements.

Data Analysis a Probability

« Formulate questions that can be addressed with data and collect, organize, and display
relevant data to answer them

« Develop and evaluate inferences and predictions that are based on data

Problem Solving

« Build new mathematical knowledge through problem solving

« Solve problems that arise in mathematics and in other contexts

- Apply and adapt a variety of appropriate strategies to solve problems
Monitor and reflect on the process of mathematical problem solving. Organize and
consolidate mathematical thinking through communication

Communication

- Communicate mathematical thinking coherently and clearly to peers, teachers, and others;
« Analyze and evaluate the mathematical thinking and strategies of others;

+ Use the language of mathematics to express mathematical ideas precisely.

Connections

« Recognize and use connections among mathematical ideas

« Understand how mathematical ideas interconnect and build on one another to
produce a coherent whole

« Recognize and apply mathematics in contexts outside of mathematics.

For additional lesson plans and project ideas, go to elmersgluecrew.com.



